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(54) METHOD, SYSTEM AND PROGRAM FOR PROVIDING CONTENTS AND 
RECORDING MEDIUM FOR RECORDING PROGRAM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To eliminate the illegal distribution of contents and also to 
enhance convenience in a user. 

SOLUTION^ A contents distribution server 2 discharges a contents usage right 
concerning a new contents usage right request from a user terminal 3 and adds it to a 
contents usage right management database 6 In this case, contents usage charge is 
collected from the user terminal 3. After the user terminal 3 requests the contents, the 
contents distribution server 2 recognizes that the contents usage right is registered in 
the contents usage right management database 6, obtains a contents location from a 
contents location information management database 7, reports it to the user terminal 3 
and also adds the user terminal 3 which requests the contents in the database 7 as the 
new location. The user terminal 3 obtains the contents from the reported location. 



* NOTICES * 



JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not 
reflect the original precisely. 

2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1]A contents distribution server manages a royalty and a whereabouts 



place of contents instead of a contents provider server, and a contents royalty is 
paid out to the new contents royalty demand from a user terminal, A contents 
supply method which collects a contents usage fee from said user terminal while 
said user terminal writes having acquired a contents royalty in a contents royalty 
management data base. 

[Claim 2]When a user terminal requires contents, said contents distribution 
server, Search said contents royalty management data base, and it checks that 
this user terminal has a royalty of these contents, If said contents are acquired 
from a whereabouts place where searched an address of said contents from a 
contents location information management database, a whereabouts place of 
said contents was notified to said user terminal, and said user terminal was 
notified, A method according to claim 1 of registering said user terminal into said 
contents location information management database as a new owner of said 
contents. 

[Claim 3]A contents providing system comprising: 

A contents royalty management data base with which a royalty of contents is 
registered. 

A contents location information management database with which a 



whereabouts place of each contents is registered. 

Instead of a contents provider server, manage a royalty and a whereabouts 
place of contents, and a contents royalty is paid out to the new contents royalty 
demand from a user terminal, A contents distribution server which collects a 
contents usage fee from said user terminal while said user terminal writes having 
acquired a contents royalty in said contents royalty management data base. 

[Claim 4]When a user terminal requires contents, said contents distribution 
server, Search said contents royalty management data base, and it checks that 
this user terminal has a royalty of these contents, If said contents are acquired 
from a whereabouts place where searched an address of said contents from 
said contents location information management database, a whereabouts place 
of said contents was notified to said user terminal, and said user terminal was 
notified, The system according to claim 3 which registers said user terminal into 
said contents location information management database as a new owner of 
said contents. 

[Claim 5]A contents distribution program which enforces a method according to 
claim 1 or 2. 



[Claim 6]A recording medium which recorded the contents distribution 
according to claim 5. 



2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the lnvention]This invention relates to the contents supply method and 
system which distribute the contents which a contents provider server owns to a 
user terminal. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art]ln recent years, it came to obtain contents, such as 
music, simply through the communication network by the spread of the Internet 
etc. 
[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the lnvention]However, the musical file exchange 
service conversely called Napster (Napster), In the peer to peer type contents 
distribution gestalt using the software called Gnutella (Gnutella), contents can 
also be spread unjustly easily and it has been a problem by protection of 
copyright, etc. There is a problem that distribution of the contents through a 
communication network has restrictions in the number of times of download or 



record of contents for a user. 

[0004]Planning a user's convenience, it protects the copyright of contents and 
there is the purpose of this invention in providing the contents supply method 
and system which spread contents correctly. 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem]A contents distribution server which a contents 
broker manages manages a royalty and a whereabouts place of each contents 
instead of a contents provider server which is contents selling origin. 
[0006]A contents distribution server pays out a contents royalty to the new 
contents royalty demand from a user terminal, and adds it to a contents royalty 
management data base. At this time, a contents usage fee is collected from a 
user terminal. Then, when this user terminal requires contents, a contents 
distribution server checks that a contents royalty is registered into a contents 
royalty management data base, While obtaining a whereabouts place and 
notifying a contents location information management database to the contents 
concerned to a user terminal, a user terminal which required the contents 
concerned is made into a new whereabouts place, and is added to a contents 
location information management database. 



[0007]A user terminal obtains contents from a notified whereabouts place. 
[0008]Therefore, contents are distributed only to a user terminal with a royalty of 
contents. 
[0009] 

[Embodiment of the lnvention]Next, an embodiment of the invention is described 
with reference to drawings. 

[0010] Drawing 1 and drawing 2 are the lineblock diagrams of the contents 
providing system of one embodiment of this invention. 

[0011]The contents provider server 1 whose contents providing system of this 
embodiment is contents offer origin, The contents distribution server 2 which 
actually distributes contents and which a contents distribution management 
agent manages, The user terminals 3 and 4 and the contents databases 5 and 8 
which were attached to the contents provider server 1 and the user terminal 4, 
respectively, All are attached to the contents distribution server 2, and it 
comprises the contents royalty management data base 6 and the contents 
location information management database 7 which a contents distribution 
management agent manages. 
[0012]Next, operation of this embodiment is explained. 



1. Until the user terminal 3 acquires the royalty of the contents A ( drawing 1 ). 
First, the contents distribution server 2 contracts with the contents provider 
server 1, and it acquires and manages the location information of the contents A 
at the same time it secures the right to pay out the royalty of the contents A to 
the user terminal 3 (Steps 11 and 12). The user terminal 3 gets the contents 
distribution server 2 to require and (Step 13) pay out the royalty of the contents A 
on the other hand (Step 14). The usage fee of the contents A is also paid at this 
time (Step 15). The contents distribution server 2 writes that the user terminal 3 
acquired the royalty of the contents A in the contents royalty management data 
base 6, and manages (Step 16). Here, the user terminal 4 already obtains and 
has the contents A. 

2. Until the contents A actually come to hand ( drawing 2 ), after the user terminal 
3 acquires the royalty of the contents A. 

If the user terminal 3 requires the contents A of the contents distribution server 2 
(Step 17), the contents distribution server 2 will search the contents royalty 
management data base 6 (Step 18), and will check whether the user terminal 3 
has a royalty of the contents A. In this case, since it has, from the contents 
location information management database 7, the address of the contents A is 



searched (Step 19) and it sends to the user terminal 3 by making the place (for 
example, user terminal 4) near the user terminal 3 into location information (Step 
20). The user terminal 3 acquires the contents A from an address (for example, 
user terminal 4) based on the location information (Step 21). The contents 
distribution server 2 newly registers the user terminal 3 into the contents location 
information management database 7 as an owner of the contents A (Step 22). 
[0013]By the above operations, since distribution of the contents A is managed 
by the contents distribution server 2, what contents location information is 
revealed and distributes to other users from a user without notice does not break 
out. 

[0014]As a contents distribution program, processing of the contents distribution 
server 2 explained above can be recorded on recording media, such as a floppy 
disk, CD-ROM, a magneto-optical disc, and DVD, and can be carried out on 
computers, such as a personal computer. 
[0015] 

[Effect of the lnvention]As explained above, this invention by managing the 
royalty and location information of contents, The user who unjust contents 
distribution is not performed, but there is an advantage from which rights, such 



as copyright of contents, are protected, and uses contents has an advantage 
which can receive contents and convenience increases any number of times 
according to a royalty. 



2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] They are a lineblock diagram of the contents providing system of one 

embodiment of this invention, and a figure showing the flow of processing until 

the user terminal 3 acquires the royalty of the contents A. 

[Drawing 2] After the user terminal 3 of the contents providing system of drawing 

1_acquires the royalty of contents, it is a figure showing the flow of processing 

until it actually acquires the contents A. 

[Description of Notations] 

1 Contents provider server 

2 Contents distribution server 
3, 4 user terminals 

5 and 8 Contents database 

6 Contents royalty management data base 

7 Contents location information management database 
11-21 Step 



